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e Hanover Maryland 21076 '

RE Carolme County Transportat1on Pnorrty l'rOJ ects

Dear Mr Hallrgan

The County Commrss1oners of Carolme County submrt to the Maryland Department of B
- Transportat1on the followmg pnonty caprtal prOJects ‘

S

I ‘Replacement of Dover Brrdge on MD 331

g ‘The current bndge 18 nearly 80 years old and has been rated as funct1onally obsolete Dover Brrdge \

~serves as a major thoroughfare between Southern Caroline and Northern Dorchester Countres and =

. Talbot County. The. bndge has well documented mechanlcal problems whlch negatlvely affect

' ’emergency and commerc1al servrces between the counties. When the bridge becomes stuck inthe

open. posmon it creates a delay for. commuters and a lengthy, very. dangerous detour for emergency :
~ vehicles.” Dover Brldge also does not meet National nghway Standard, Wthh require 12 foot

o lanes. Dover Bridge has only 10 foot lanes ‘which makes it difficult for large vehlcles ‘trucks,’ and

emergency ~vehicles to safely pass.. The replacement of the bridge is cons1stent w1th ther
: transportat1on element of the 2010 Carolme County Comprehens1ve Plan e

o The replacement of Dover Brrdge addresses several of the goals of the Maryland Transportauon ‘
Plan S Pl : : ‘

1. Quahty of Servrce " The replacement of Dover Bndge 18 of pnmary concern to resrdents 1nf
‘three counties and its replacement would greatly increase the1r conﬁdence in the safety and

G rel1ab111ty of the brrdge Wh1ch in turn creates a much more posrtrve view of MDOT and 1ts o
' serv1ces L v : - i

2. ‘Safety and Securrty As noted above Dover Bndge connects the s1gmﬁcant populatron

- centers of Preston, Federalsburg, and northern Dorchester County to the hospital and‘other

- medical facilities in Easton. Wider lanes will also permit large vehicles to pass safely and
E prov1de shoulders for cycl1sts and pedestnans reducmg acc1dents and I‘lSl( to travelers
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3. Connectivity to Daily Life: Route 331 is a 31gnlf1cant connector for the towns and industrial
parks located in southern Caroline County. Its replacement will allow goods and commuters

- to travel more easily between our county and Easton whrch is the maJor economic hub of
“the Mrd—Shore

Duallzatlon of Route 404

o .Maryland Route 404 is the maJor cross corr1dor in the county that carries trafﬁc ‘between State

Route 50 and Delaware State Route 13. Both route 50 and 13 are dual lane corridors: that catry ‘high

© volumes of traffic to large population centers. Route 404 is used to connect these urban centers to o
“beaches on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and Delaware. The expansion of this roadway 1s o
‘consistent with the transportatlon element of the 2010 Carolme County Comprehensrve Plan

The dual1zat10n of Route 404 addresses several of the goals of the Maryland Transportatmn Plan

Qualrty of Servrce Wldemng of the roadway erl decrease travel time and the frustrat10n :
assoc1ated Wrth congestlon for both routme commuters and beachgoers thereby creating a
more posrtlve expenence - :

-2 Safety and Securrty Route 404 has h1gh trafﬁc Volume and a h1gh rate of accrdents The o

.. recently dedicated Memorial Garden outside of Denton pays tribute to the more than 90 =
people who have lost the1r lives on this roadway. Many of these deaths and countless i
. ser10115 mJurles could have been avoided by a duahzed safer hlghway B

-3, Envrronmental Stewardshlp Reduced congestron on thls roadway will also help to reduce‘. '

: the amount of air pollution caused by 1d11ng cars and trucks, thereby 1ncreasmg the quallty'
_ 'Jof 11fe for area residents.. :

, The Comm1sswners recogmze that transportatlon funds are l1m1ted and the Department must
o carefully ‘weigh the prror1ty projects of each jurisdiction. ‘However, both of the projects we have
1identified have been on the County’s’ ‘priority list.for years and have significant safety impacts. |
' Therefore ‘we respectfully request the Department’s support for the replacement of the Dover

Bridge on MD 331 between Carol1ne and Talbot County and the full dualization of Route 404.
These improvements will greatly beneﬁt the state. transit system as" well as enhance the
' transportatlon of Carolme County - :

CAROLINE COUNTY MARYLAND -
Larry C. Porter, Presrdent

C: Carolme County State & Federal Legislative Deleg'ations'
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